The Picnic Boat

What could be better than pootling up and down the magnificent Dart estuary on a bright, sunny day? Very little you might say.

But what about being in the hands of a professional local skipper who can also provide some down-home hospitality with a friendly smile?

Interested? Then read on.

The skipper in question is Liz Ogborne who has restored a delightful 21ft. fishing boat, decked it out with comfortable seating, plenty of delicious Devon Fayre plus some local wines and hey-presto, a new concept is born.

Naming her business and her boat, “The Picnic Boat” Liz has embarked on her second season looking after many different clients wishing for an alternative way to relax waterside without too many problems.

Liz is well known in Dartmouth as a “local gal” who has amassed plenty of seafaring experience over the past ten years on yachts big and small in seas blue and green. Whether it’s being up to her eyeballs in pots and pans in some minuscule galley on an ocean-going yacht or at the helm whilst navigating through the Caribbean, Liz is equally at home. 

This has given her a head start in her new venture lets face it if she can navigate the Caribbean she can surely handle the Dart!

So the Picnic Boat was conceived and she set about restoring, licensing and marketing her new venture for its first season. With last year under her belt plus a successful website now on-line it’s now “full steam ahead” for the coming season.

So how do you go about hiring Liz’s excellent little boat and what exactly does she offer?

First decide on your numbers as her bateau being only 21ft. has a restriction to 12 passengers. She offers a simple self-choice menu from her website allowing the client to “keep it simple” or go the whole hog! or, in her case, the Lobster!

Let’s face it Lobster, Crab and Prawns (£20) are a must when going nautical but that shouldn’t frighten you, as her wonderful luxury hamper @ £10.00 per person is an absolute feast. Couple this with copious amounts of well-chosen wine and I think you’ll be in maritime heaven. 

But its not all serious adult stuff aboard the Picnic Boat as she has devised a cunning plan to encourage local junior Pirates aboard with lashings of lemonade, jelly and very silly pirate costumes. What a brilliant idea for a Pirates day out, cutlasses drawn to repel all boarders from renegade ships up and down the Dart estuary!

Then what about candle-lit dinner a deux, lazy cream teas, painting lessons, a spot of fishing or even a tutored wine tasting?

These and many other inventive events can be enjoyed on the Picnic Boat.

So if you are looking for a spot of quality time on one of Britain’s loveliest estuaries then Liz and the Picnic Boat is definitely for you.

Contact Liz, who’s normally on the boat, (it’s very popular) on 07968 785650 for a friendly chat or visit her excellent website on www.thepicnicboat.co.uk for availability and prices.

Anchors away!!!

